Income support policy and U.S. child support system.
This paper examines the economic profile of custodial and non-custodial parents and the status of the federal/state child support enforcement system, which serves about two-thirds of all families eligible for support. Issues discussed include the reasons for the historically low rate of child support collection; the prospects for new computerized systems to improve the rates of both paternity established and payments collected; ways the system, which is losing revenue, can sustain funding; and the extent to which child support payments, even in a perfect system, can improve the well-being of low-income families. Speakers at the accompanying Forum session will expand on these topics, and two state IV-D program directors will focus on the challenges of administering the system and the direction of changes in the program's goals and financing structure.